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ALBEMAELE SOUND
belief as the foundation of his poem, Tlie
Ancient Mariner.
AL'BEMARLE SOUND is situated in the
northeastern part of North Carolina, and ex-
tends from the mouths of the Chowan and
the Eoanoke rivers north to the Atlantic
coast, from which it is separated by a long
island. Its length is about fifty-five miles,
and its width from four to fifteen miles. The
water is shallow and is nearly fresh.
AL'BERT, francis augustus charles
emmanuel (1819-1861), Prince of Saxe-
Coburg-Gotha, see victoria (Queen of Eng-
land).
ALBERT I (1875-1934), king of the Bel-
gians, one of the great heroic and tragic
figures of the World "War. He was the son
of Philip, Prince of Sase-Coburg-Gotha
and Count of Flanders, and was born April
8,1875. Albert succeeded his uncle, Leopold
II, who died December 17, 1909, without
leaving male issue. Under the Salic Law
(which see) the three daughters of Leopold
were excluded from the succession, and the
crown passed to Albert. He married, on
October 2, 1900, the Princess Elizabeth of
Bavaria, and had three children: Prince
Leopold, who succeeded him as Leopold IH,
Prince Charles, and Marie-Jose, who married
Prince Umberto, heir-apparent to the throne
of Italy. King Albert was a second cousin
of King George Y of Great Britain, and
also of former Emperor William II of Ger-
many.
Albert made a special study of social
sciences and economies, and long before his
accession was known as a liberal in polities.
He traveled extensively, visited the United
States in 1898, and later studied conditions
in the Belgian Congo at first hand. He rec-
ommended better treatment for the natives,
and after his accession brought about a
more humane administration of Congo af-
fairs.
Albert further proved himself an able and
energetic ruler during the World War. He
personally took the field in command of the
Belgian army, resisted every step of the
German advance, led the defense of Ant-
werp, and shortly before Antwerp's fall
withdrew the remnant of his forces to join
the British and the French, He continued
to expose himself to the hardships and dan-
gers that were faced by his soldiers. His
death was caused by a fall while mountain
climbing, near $Tamur.
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A LBEETA, one of the west-
/• ern provinces of the
_jCJL Dominion of Canada and
a veritable inland empire,
since it is nearly 50,000
square miles larger than
either Germany or
France, and twice as large
as England, Scotland
Wales and Ireland, com-
bined.
The old home
and the new
It extends from the
United States - Canadian
boundary line (49°)
north to 60°, a distance
of 750 miles—as long as
a line from Philadelphia
to Saint Louis. From east to west in its
northern half the 110th and 120th degrees of
longitude define its boundary, but the west-
ern line southward becomes uneven when it
strikes the main divide of the Rocky Moun-
tains. It follows the latter to the interna-
tional boundary. The area of the province i?
255,285 square miles; the population in 1901
was only 73,000, but in 1921 had increased
to 588,454. The Dominion census for 1931
showed a total of 731,605 people. Vast re-
gions in Alberta are yet unsettled, for the
number of people is only about three to the
square mile. Texas, with about the same
area, has twenty-two to the square mile,
while Belgium, to note the sharpest con-
trast, has about 675 in each square mile.
About 100,000 of the people of the province
are emigrants from the United States.
Physical Character. In the lower section
of Alberta the elevation, at the Saskatchewan
boundary, is about 2,500 feet. Calgary is
3,437 feet above sea level; Banff, 4,534 feet.
Mount Stephen, near where the Canadian
Pacific Bailway crosses into British Colum-
bia, has an elevation of 5,326 feet. The
highest point in the province is Mount Co-
lumbia, a few miles from the western
boundary and about 200 miles southwest of
Edmonton.
The Eocky Mountains slope gradually away
to the east, and beyond their foothills all of
Alberta is a part of the great central plain
of North America.
Climate. Because of its great extent
from north to south, considerable diversity
of climate is experienced. There is lacking
the severity of winter that might be expected
for such high latitudes. The northern tHrcl

